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1. (U) On June 23, the Constitutional Court affirmed a lower
court ruling that former

President Alfonso Portillo may be extradited to the United States
to face prosecution on charges of money-laundering. Following
Portillo's capture on January 26, 2010, the Fifth Penal Court ruled
that Portillo could be extradited to the United States. Portillo's
attorneys immediately appealed to the Constitutional Court c¢laiming
that Portillo's extradition violated Guatemala's constitution (refs
A, B). ©Now that this claim has been rejected, the case will be
returned to the Appellate Court to approve or reject the
extradition request. Attorneys from the International Commission
Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) who have been working with
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Guatemalan prosecutors on the Portillo case note that the Appellate

" Court is not subject to a timeline. Consequently, a decision could
be two to three months away. However, Portillo is also facing
charges for embezzling approximately $15 million through the
Ministry of Defemse. A hearing on these charges is scheduled for
June 25. Most recently, Portillo's attorneys have argued that
CICIG lawyers assigned to assist Guatemalan prosecutors in this
case do not have licenses to practice law in Guatemala and,
therefore, should not be allowed to participate.
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