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1. (C) Summary. On the night of March 17, Guatemala's Fifth
Sentencing Court ruled in favor of the U.S. extradition request for
former President Alfonso Portillo, who governed during 2000-2004.
Portillo is wanted in the U.S. for conspiracy to launder some $70
million embezzled from Guatemala and Taiwan. The court ruled,
however, that Portillo must first face Guatemalan charges for
embezzling Q120 million (approximately $15 million) wvia the
Ministry of Defense. Portillo's lawyer, Telesforo Guerra, said he
would appeal the ruling by March 20. If the Appeals Court upholds
the ruling, Portillo can appeal to the Supreme and Constitutional 1.4(B)
Courts, and file other injunctions. Current President Alvaro Colom

publicly stated he would approve the extradition request if and 1B14(D)
when it reaches his desk. ]

B7(A)

l There are also B7(B)

implications for Embassy security. End Summary. B7(F)
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2. (SBU) The hearing was briefly interrupted when an anonymous
caller claimed to have the family of the three judges hearing the
case in his power, and said the family members would be murdered if
the hearing was not immediately suspended. The three judges
stepped away from the courtroom, verified that their family members
were safe, and then continued with the proceedings. Portillo
denounced the Ambassador directly, alleging that the extradition
request was "revenge" for his unwillingness while president to
support the Irag War or sign an Article 98 agreement with the USG.
He|  Jalleged that the Ambassador had conspired against him
ever since his previous assignment to Guatemala as DCM (2000-2003).

B7(A)
B7(B)

3. (U) The Ambassador responded by publicly stating that U.S.
judicial actions are not politically motivated, and that the
outcome of the U.S. process would not be influenced by political
considerations. He commended the work of the Guatemalan Attorney
General's Office and CICIG (the UN-led Commission Against Impunity
in Guatemala). Asked whether he was concerned about possible
threats against himself or members of the Embassy, the Ambassador
said that we are clear about what must be done, and we will do it.
Portillo also asserted during the hearing that the money laundering
charge implied that either the origin or destination of the money
in question was hidden. He asserted that therefore he could not be
guilty of money laundering, since he had been clear that the money
in question had been a private donation from the Government of
Taiwan, and had ended up in his family members' bank accounts.

4. (C) Comment. \

1.4(D)
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6. {(C) The Portillo case, as well as other CICIG cases, has
implications for Embassy security that we will address septel.

MCFARLAND
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